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FUNDING AVAILABLE TO BOOST
EAST MIDLANDS BUSINESS SKILLS

Stephen Smith, CEO of EMB Ltd, the leading enterprise and economic
development company that delivers a range of business improvement services,
welcomed the announcement of a business boosting initiative by Skills Minister
John Hayes. "The Leadership and Management development grant scheme is a
great opportunity for senior leaders of locally based small and medium sized
enterprises (SMESs). It will enable them to take advantage of funding that will
support leadership and management training to help them grow their

businesses."

Around 13,000 small and medium sized businesses and social enterprises that
demonstrate a potential for growth will benefit from the Leadership and
Management development grant. This will help stimulate innovation and
employment, boosting the economy and helping develop a bigger and more

cohesive society.

Stephen Smith continues, "We are responsible for delivering business
improvement services right across the across Central England area, and we
hope that many organisations in the local area (which includes the East and
West Midlands and East of England) will engage with us to make the most of this

initiative to boost their business, and in turn, the local economy.”



A match funded grant of up to £1,000 is available to be spent on leadership
training and coaching that helps grow the business, improving productivity and
competitiveness. The programme also includes a free consultation with an expert
adviser before the training commences, as well as a free follow-up to discuss the

impact of the training and any further skills needs.
Skills Minister, John Hayes said:

“This Government will back businesses that want to boost their skills. We're
spending more than ever on apprenticeships, freeing up training providers from
red tape, and focusing public spending where it is most needed to drive growth.
Effective leadership can make the difference between survival and growth, and
this fund will give vital support to entrepreneurs who want to continue to develop

their businesses.”
Geoff Russell, Chief Executive, Skills Funding Agency added:

"This fund will help many leaders of small and medium sized enterprises grow
their business through harnessing the talents of their staff. Skills are critical to the
future development of businesses. By offering a helping hand to thousands of
organisations we expect to see more leaders develop the skills they need to help

their businesses achieve their potential.”

The fund will be promoted directly to businesses by the regional Leadership and
Management Advisory Service and is available starting this month. SME leaders
should contact the Leadership and Management Advisory Service on 0845 894
8969 or email Imas@embltd.co.uk to book their free personal leadership and

management assessment.

To find out if your organisation can benefit from the initiative,
contact the Leadership and Management Advisory Service Helpline 0845 894

8969 or email Imas@embiltd.co.uk

Ends




Notes to editors:

For further information about this story, please contact:

David Polkey, PR and Communications Manager
Emb Ltd

email: david.polkey@embltd.co.uk

Telephone: 01332 826 359

e EMB Ltd is, a leading, vibrant, enterprise development company, specialising
in the delivery of public sector contracts designed to improve the prospects of

individuals and businesses, and maximise their contribution to the economy.

e EMB also administer significant grant funds on behalf of a variety of partners
and are skilled at delivering national business improvement services together
with European funded projects on behalf of Local Authorities and other key

economic development organisations and agencies.

e The SME Leadership and Management development grant will complement
other support available to small and medium sized enterprises to support
growth through the Business Improvement Programme, including the

Solutions for Business products portfolio.
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