DOMESTIC

1. Record-keeping

Detailed records should be kept concerning the
operation of the breeding establishment. Thase must be
accurate, up to date and available for inspection by the
authorised inspector. The following records must be
kept:

[Local Authority to complete this section]

{See page 3, paragraph &, for recommendaticns on
record-keeping.)
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BREEDERS

Racords will provide useful information to the local authority
inspector should problems arise. This information should
include full details of all dogs and breeding bitches kept on the
premises, such as dates of oestrus, as well as any matings
and whelpings. Where dogs are KC registared, their KC regis-
lration details should be recorded, Where dogs are not KC
registered, they should be identified by some other suitable
method, such as by the pet name. If the dogs are identified by
tattoo or microchip, their numbers should be recorded. The
number of bitches and dogs kept on the premises should also
be recorded and updated as necessary. Whare dogs are
owned by the licensee but not kept on the breeding establish-
ment premises, delails of such dogs, togsther with their
whereabouts, should also be recorded. Puppies which have
been sold should be properly identified and records of sale
should be kepi,

Vaccination and worming records should be kept, as well as
any other veterinary treatment given.

Rescords should be kept of the details of the vehicles used
when transporting dogs as well as time and length of journays
laken. When dogs are fransportad, records shouid be kept of
the dogs being transported as well as their destination(s).

It [s also useful to keep records of cleaning and disinfecting
regimes.

Feeding and exercise routings should be recorded.

Accommodation ternperatures should also be monitored and
recorded.

If an isolation case is bsing managed, full records of the
management regime in place shauld be kept.




2. Accommodation
2.1 GENERAL

Dogs will at all times be kept in acecommoadation
suitable as respects construction, size of quarters,
numbers of occupants, exercising facilities, temper-
ature, lighting, ventilation and cleanliness;

BDA 1973 S.1(4)(a)

Where dogs are maintained in cages within the house, as hap-
pens with many small breeds (ferrfers, foys, and so on} these
must be of sufficient size far the dog 1o fie down, sftand up and
turn around comiortably, and allow the dog to defecate away
from the sieeping area. Local authorities may wish to refer io
the International Air Transport Associalion Reguilations (IATA)
which provide useful guidelines for minimum cage sizes. It
should be remembered that these size guidelines are ade-
quate for short periods only and should not be regarded as
suitable for permanent accornmaodation. Such cages should
be used principally for sleeping quarters and animals should
riot be confined to them for long periods of the day. All dogs
require adequaie exercise and exercise space should be pro-
vided. How much space is a matter for discretion by the
authorised inspecior and will depend upon the size of the dog
as well as the circumstances of each breading establishmeant.

Thought should be given io the maximum likely litter size.
There should be effective housing to care for the maximum
number of puppies. To avoid crushing puppies, crush bars can
be useful when breeding large or giant dogs or if the bitch is
particularly clumsy.

The general assessment of domaestic arrangements should be
considered. If there are children in the houss, there should be
separate faclities because of public health concemns. In par-
ticular, during whelping the risk of Toxocara is increased, Food
preparation should be carried out in hygienic conditions and
there should be adequate refrigeration to keep food fresh. To
avoid cross-contamination, there showd be separate facilities
for washing dishes and bedding. Inspectors should compare
the size and use of the property with the proposed breeding
activity to ensure that the operation of the breeding establish-
ment is not compromised. In addition, the construction of the
proposed licensed premises shouid be safe and weil main-
tained,

The appiicant should understand how to achieve the required
standards of hygiene and disease control set by the conditions
to which the licerice is subject.

When bitches are whelping every effort should be made io
maintain adequate standards of hygiene. Where whelping
actually fakes place is probably the most controversial aspect
of dog breeding, both for domestic and non-
domesiic breeders.

Whelping should not take place in a domestic kifchen for
public health reasons.

BVA Guide to the Breeding of Dogs Acts



Impermeable floor coverings should be provided to prevent
fluids and discharges from fouling wooden foors and similar
surfaces.

An adeguate quantity of absorbent disposable maierial eg
newspapers, should be available and properly disposed of
after use. Waste arising from the breeding establishrent
should be disposed of without harm to human health or the
environment. Certain waste may only be passed o registered
carriers or appropriate licensed or autharised disposal facil-
ties. Those wishing to dispose of waste on their premises
must seek advice from the Environment Agency ar local
authority. (See Environmental Protection under Other Relevani
Legislation at page 26.)

Whether or not the bedding is adequate will be a matter for tha
inspector. FProprigtary bedding materials are available in a
range of materials that are easily cleaned and hard wearing.
Suitable bedding should be chosen according to the size, coat
density, heating and comfort factors needed for the dogs and

puppies.

The condition of the dogs with regard to cleankiness of skin,
bodyweight in relation to breed, and other well recognised
signs of health will form the best evidence of the suitability of
the breeder to carry on an establishment within the meaning
of the 1973 Act. The inspector's opinions of ihe breeding
establishment will be based on intelligent assessment of the
answers provided by the applicant 1o questions asked by the
local authority, as well as what is revealed by any inspection.
Veterinary advice should be sought if there is any concern
aboul the health and welfare of the dags.

2.2 TEMPERATURE
There must be some part of the sleeping area where the

dog is able to enjoy a minimum temperature of 10°C
(50°F) and a maximum temperature of 26°C (79°F).
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The difficulty of maintaining the ideal termnperaiure Is
acknowledged, however these are reafistic temperatures and
should not be exceeded in normal circumstances. Puppies
under two weeks of age should be kept at a temperature
between 26°C (79°F) to 28°C (82°F). Temperatures should be
monitored and recorded.(See Record-keeping section above
af paragraph 1, page 5.)



2.3 LIGHTING

2.3.1 During daylight hours, light must be provided io
exercise and sleeping areas so that all parts are
clearly visible. Where practicable this should be
natural light.

Lighting must be of sufficient standard to enable efficient
working both during and after daylight hours.

It is recommended that breeding establishments should have a
low level night light for a 12 hour period for after dayiight hours.

3. Management
31 GENERAL

Dogs will be adequately supplied with suitable food,
drink and bedding material, adequaiely exercised,
and (so far as necessary) visited at suitable
intervals;

BDA 1973 S.1{4)(b)

3.2 SUPERVISION
3.21 A fit and proper person should always be
present to exercise supervision and deal with

emergencies.

3.2.2 Dogs must be checked on regularly throughout
the day.

Caonsideration should be given to the number of dogs being
lept at the breeding establishment and the ratio of persons
sLpervising.

Dogs should not be left alone for long periods of the day. It is
recommended that dogs should ba checked regularly at least
avery four hours between the hours of 8arn and Bpm.

Checls should be more frequent when bifches are whelping
and puppies are not yet weaned.

3.3 FOOD AND WATER SUPPLIES

3.3.1 Al dogs must be adequately supplied with
suitable focd. Clean water must be available at
all times and changed daily.

3.3.2 Eating and drinking vessals must be capable of
being easily cleansed and disinfected o prevent
cross-contamination. They must be maintained
in a clean condition and cleansed or disposed of
after each meal,

Dogs must be fed sufficiently well to maintain  haalth.
Inspectors should observe the general nuirition of the dogs
and check on the quantity of food in store and the process of
preparation. If necessary, the veterinary surgeon should be
consulted to advise.

Special dietary considerations should be given o young and
old dogs and to whelping and nursing bitches.

Nutrition is particularly important during pregnancy and lactation.
It is recommended that a requirement of about 1-5 fimes the
non-pregnant state is necessary for the last few (say thres)
wesks of pregnancy.

Laciation will last uniil the puppies are weaned, During lactation,
the bitch musi have sufficient food to satisfy the demands
being made upon her. Consideration should also be given to
how many puppies the bitch is nursing.

During factation the hitch should be closely monitored for
signs of complications (eg, eclampsia).
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The feeding level required for the hiich after weaning will
depend upon her body condition.

Where a proprietary food source is uzsed the manufacturer's
guide shouid be foliowed.

Veterinary advice should be sought if in doubt,

4. Disease control, vaccination and
worming

4.1 GENERAL

All reasonabie precautions will be taken to prevent
and control the spread amaong dogs of infectious or
contagious diseases;

BDA 1973 S.1(4){c)

4.1.1 Al dogs should be vaccinated against Canine
Distemper, Infectious Canine Hepatitis (Canine
Adenavirus), Leptospirosis {Leptaspira canicola
and Lepfospira icterohasmorrhagiae) and
Canine Parvovirus. [t may be necessary to
vaccinate against other diseases and veterinary
advice should be sought.

Adeaguate precautions should be taken to prevent and control
the spread of infectious and contagious diseases and para-
sites among dogs and zoonoses among dogs and visitors.
Records should be kept of all vaccination and worming
regimes. (See Record-keeping Section at paragraph 1).

Infectious bronchitis (*Kenne! Cough’) can be problematic in ken-
nels, and staff should be aware of the symptorns. However,
because vaccination will depend on the local level of infection,
it is recommended that the advice of the veterinary surgeon is
sought.

For the control of roundworms, pregnant and nursing bitches
should be given additional worming treatment. Breeding bitches
require particular atfention and veternary advice should always
be sought. However, as a rule of thumb, it is suggested that
bitches are wormed before mating and then again after the 41st
day of pregnancy with a broad spectrum anthelmintic.

The bitch should aiso be wormed at the same time as the
puppies, which should be when the puppies are at two, four
and six weeks of age.

Thereafter it is recommended ihat puppies should be wormed
at regular infervals, according o manufacturer's instructions,

From 16 weeks of age into adulthood, worming should be
carried out routinely two to four imes per vear.

Advica concerning dogs with tapeworms shouwld be sought
from the veterinary surgeon.

BVA Guide to the Breeding of Dogs Acts

Fleas, lice, ticks and harvest mites are commaon ecioparasites of
cogs. Appropriate treatment must be camied out if they are
found on any of the dogs. When ireaiing these infestations it is
important to take account of the life cycle of the parasite in order
to achieve maximum control or even eradlication. For instance,
simply kiling the adult flea is unliely to pravide adequate coniral.
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Several mange mites affect dogs. including Demodax
folliculorum, Sarcoptes scabiei and Cheyletiella, alf of which
attack the skin, and Otodectes, which is mast commonly seen
in the ears. Any of these infestations can cause severe iliness
in puppies and older dogs.

Some of these parasites can cause disease in humans.

Ringworm can be passed to humans. Early diagnosis and
thorough treatment is essential if the disease is fo be
controffed.

The veterinary surgeon should be consulted if any of these
conditions is suspected or known. Particular care is required
with pregnant bitches and suckling puppies when using treat-
ments for these infestations.

41,2 Advice from the veterinary surgeon must be
sought where a dog shows signs of disease,
injury or illness. A competent person must
ensure this advice is followed.

4.2 FIRST-AID KIT FOR DOGS

A fully maintained first-aid kit suitable for use on degs
and puppies should be available and accessible on the
premises.

The first-aid kit for use on dogs and puppies must be kept fully
stocked at all times. A veterinary surgeon should be consulted
concerning its contents and a competent member of siaff
should be in charge of its maintenance.

4.3 ISOLATION FACILITIES

4.3.1 Facilities for isolation should be available when
required.

4.3.2 Isolation facilities must be in compliance with the
other licence conditions but must be physically
isolated from other dogs ideally at a distance of
at least 5 m (15 ).

4.3.3 Adequate faciliies to prevent the spread of
infectious disease between the isolation case
and any other dogs must be provided.

434 Hands must be washed after leaving the
isolation facilities bsfore handling other dogs.

10

The requirement for 8 m distance between isofation facilities
and the other dogs is based upon consideration of the
distance that airborne infection can carry, Intervening buildings
and construction detail {is, window and door positions) should
be taken into account because individual circumstances may
significantly affect the recommended distance.

Isofation facilities must be used where the presence of
infectious disease is suspecied or known.

Protective clothing and equipment, for use anly in the isolation
facility, must be used to reduce the spread of infection.

A management regime should be followed where an isalation
case is being handled. For exarnple, isolation cases must be
cared for after alf other dogs have been attended to. Records
of the isolation cases and the management regime to be
followed should be kept, (See Record-keeping section at
paragraph 1, page 5.)

Complete disinfection of the isolation facilities and equipment
must be carried out once vacated.

BYA Guide to the Breeding of Dogs Acts



5. Emergencies/Fire prevention
GENERAL

That all appropriate steps will be taken for the
protection of the dogs in case of fire or other
emergency;

BDA 1973 S. 1{4)(d)

The domestic breeder must be able to protect the dogs in
case of fire or other emergency and have in place an emer-
gency evacualion plan which should be practised at least
annually. Smoke detectors are recommended and should be
regularly tested.

6. Transport
GENERAL

That all appropriate steps will be taken to secure
that the dogs will be provided with suitable food,
drink and bedding material and adequately exer-
cised when being transported to or from the breed-
ing establishment;

BDA 1973 S. 1(d)(e)

BYA Guide 10 the Breeding of Dogs Acts

Section 1(d)(e} of the 1973 Act is concermed with safeguard-
ing the welfare of dogs 'when being transported to or from the
breeding establishment’. Dogs and puppies being transported
fo and from breeding establishments should be properly
supervised to ensure compliance with the obligations under
the 1873 Act. It is recommended that records are kept of the
vehiclas used when dogs are transported, as well as details of
fourneys undertaken (see Record-keeping section above at
paragraph 1). (See also the Welfare of Animals (Transport)
Order 1897 under Other Relevant Legisiation at page 26).
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NON-DOMESTIC BREEDERS

1. Record-keeping

Detailed records should be kept concerning the
operation of the breeding establishment. These must be
accurate, up to date and available for inspection by the
authorised inspector. The following records must be
kept:

[Local Authority to complete this section]

(See page 3, paragraph 9, for recommendations on
Record-keeping)

Records will provide usefl information to the local authority
inspector should problems arise. This information should include
full details of alf dogs and breeding bitches kept on the premis-
s, such as dates of cestius, as well as any matings and whelp-
ings. Where dogs are KC registered, their KC registration detalls
should be recorded. Where dogs are not KC registered, they
should be identified by some other suitable method, such as by
the pet name. If the dogs are identified by tattoo or microchip,
their numbers should be recorded. The number of bitches and
dogs kept on the premises should also be recarded and updat-
ed as necessary. Where dogs are owned by the licenses but not
kent on the breeding establishment premises, detalls of such
dogs, togather with their whereabouts, should aiso be recorded.
Puppies which have besn sold should be properly identified and
records of sale shauld be kept.

Vaccination and worrning records should be kept, as well as
any other veterinary treatment giver.

Records should be kept of the details of the vehicles used
when transporting dogs as well as time and length of journeys
taker. When dogs are transported, records should be kept of
the dogs being transporied as well as their destination(s).

It is also useful to keep records of cleaning and disinfecting
regimes.

Feeding and exercise routines shouid be recorded,

Accommuodation temperatures should also be monitored and
recorded.

If an isolation case s being managed, full records of the
management regime in place should be kept.

2. Accommodation

24 GENERAL

Dogs will at all times be kept in accommodation
suitable as respects construction, size of quarters,
numbers of occupants, exercising facilities, temper-
ature, lighting, ventilation and cleanliness;

BDA 1973 S. 1{4)(a)
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The establishment should, at all times, be laid out and
operated in accordance with an approved plan, to be attached
to the licence. Before carrying out alterations, advice should
be sought from the licensing officer of the local authority.

Where kennels are provided, within converted outbuildings,
consideration should be given to cleaning, energy conserva-
tion, wildlife access, vermin centrol, natural lighting and
ventilation.

BVA Guide to the Breeding ol Dogs Acts



Converting existing buildings may be more expensive to adapt
and less efficient to operate than building new kennels.
Praposed building works may require approval from the
building controf department and/or planning depariment.

211 Where wood has been used in an axisting
construction it must be smooth and ireated to
render it impervious. Wood should not be used
on axposed surfaces of walls, floors, partitions,
door frames or doors in the dog kenneliing area.
There must be no projections liable o cause

injLry.

2.1.2 Al exterior wood should be properly treated
against wood rot, eg, tanalised. Only non-toxic
products should be used.

2.1.3 Al internal surfaces used in the construction of
walls, floors, partitions, doors and door frames
are to be durable, smooth and impervicus. There
must be no projections or rough edges llable to
cause injury.

The purpose of avoiding wood on surface structures of kennel
interiors /s because of the possibility of damage fo the
material caused by scratching or chawing by dogs.

Worn and splintered malerial is difficult to clean, harbours
bacteria, viruses and so on, and allows the splinters to
penetrate the animal’s skin.

The interior and exterior of the buildings should be kept in
geod decorative arder and repairn.  Quter paths, gardens,
exercise areas and general surroundings should be kept in
good, clean, safe condition.

2.1.4 Sleeping areas of kennels must be insulated so
as to prevent exiremes of temperature.

2.1.5 The construction should be such that the
security of the dog is ensured.

2.1.6 Fencing material should be secure and safe.

Where galvanised walded mesh is used for fencing the wire
diameier should not be less than 2 mm (14 standard wire
gaugs) excluding any covering and the mesh size should not
exceed 5 cm (2 in).

| 2.2 WALLS AND PARTITIONS

2.2.1 Walls with which dogs may come inio contact
must be of smooth impervious materials,
capable of being easily cleaned. Where concrete
or other building blocks or bricks are used, they
should be sealed so as to bs smocoth and
impervious, and resealed as necessary.

BVA Guide ta the Breeding of Dogs Acts
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2929 Junctions betweesn vertical and horizontal
sections should be coved. If impractical in
existing premises, all joints should be sealed.

223 It is suggested that partition walls between
kernels and individual exercise areas should be
of solid construction to a minimum height of
1-2m (4 fth

Sealing is the use of propristary water proofing agert for
sealing the wall against damp-penetration. Under certain
circumstances sealing of brickwork can only be achieved by
rendering prior ta sealing.

Partition construction may be solid from floor to ceiling, but
this should not be to the detriment of other welfare consider-
ations such as the dog's outlock, lighting, ventitation and
socialising. Suitable materials for the construction of partition
walls include properly surfaced impervious brick/block
canstructions, moulded plastic, glass reinforced plastic (GRF)
and pre-formed plastic surfaced board.

Consiructing a solid partition to a minimumn height provides a
physical barrier to infection. It will also reduce aggression while
affowing the dogs to socialise.

2.3 FLOORS

231 Floors of all buildings, individual exercise areas
and kennels shouid be of smooth, impervious
materials, capable of being easily cleaned. It
is recommended that new kennels should
incorporate a damp proof membrane.

232 Al floors of kennels and individual exercise areas
should be constructed and maintained in such a
condition as to prevent pocling of liquids.

234 In new constructions, it is recommended that
floors shauld be laid to a minimum fall of 1 in 80
leading to a shallow drainage channel or effec-
tively covered deep drainage channel.

534 Communal exercise areas should also be
suitably drained to prevent pooling of liquids.

Floors of kennels and relaled exercise areas should be
constructed of impervious material and be easily cleanable
while providing sufiicient grip for the animal to walk or run
without sustaining injury.

Drainage channels should be provided near to the kennel edge
so that urine cannot pass aver walk areas in corridors and
communal access areas. A separate drainage channel may be
nesded in the exercise area. Advice concerning waste water
outlets must be sought from the Environment Agency and/or,
the local authority, (See Environmental Protectian under Other
Relevant Legisfation at page 26.)

2.4 CEILINGS

Ceilings must be capable of being easily cleanad and
disinfected.

14
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2.5 DOORS

2.5.1 Kennel deors should be strong enough to resist
impact and scraiching and should be capable of
being effectivaly secured.

2.5.2 Where metal bars and frames are used, they
should be of suitable gauge with spacing ade-
quaie to prevent dogs escaping or becoming
enirapped. Where metal edging is used, this
should not present a risk of injury to the dog.

2.5.3 Door openings should be constructed such that
the passage of water/waste is not impeded, or
allowed io accumulate due to inaccessibility.

When designing kennel doors regard should be had to the
health and safety of the person working in the kennel, for
example, large dogs may push against the door which may
give rise ta difficufties in securing the door and even to acci-
dents to the person on the opposite side of the door when it
opens oulwards., A door which opens inwards may also
reduce the possibility of escape. (See Health and Safety at
Work Act 1974 under Other Relevant Legisiation at page 25.)

2.6 WINDOWS

Windows should not pose a security risk and ideally
should be escape proof for the protection of the dog as
well as the public.

Dogs should not be allowed to eéca,oe. When windows are so
situated that they pose a security risk, it is recommended that
welded mesh or reinforced glass, polycarbonate or other
impact-resistant material is used. (See Other Relevani
Legisiation concerning the Control of Dogs Order and the
Dangerous Dogs Act at pages 26 and 27 respectively.}

2.7 DRAINAGE

The establishment must be connected to mains
drainage or an approved sawerage disposal system.,

(See Environmental Protection under Other Relevant
Legislation at page 26.)

2.8 LIGHTING

2.8.1 During daylight hours light must be provided 1o
exercise and sleeping areas so that all parts are
clearly visible. Where practicable this should be
natural light.

2.8.2 Adequate supplementary lighting must be
pravided throughout the establishment.

BVA Guide to the Breeding of Dogs Acts

Lighting must be of sufficient standard to enable efficient
working both during and after daylight hours.

it is recommended that breeding estabfishiments should have a
low level night light for a 12 hour period for after daylight hotrs.
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2.9 VENTILATION

Veniilation must be provided to all interior areas without
the creation of excessive, localised draughts in the
sleeping area.

A balance should be struck between providing adequate
ventilation while avoiding unnecessary removal of heat.
Checks need to be made during the day and night to afiow far
temperature fiuctuations.

Ventilation is important in disease control. It provides
protection against accumuiation of odour and prevents exces-
sive humnidity. High humidity increases the risk of infactious
bronchitis (‘Kennel Cough').

Bedding should have sufficient depth to aflow the dog
protection against draughts.

See Section 2.12 on Termperature in Kennels.

2.10 NUMBER OF DOGS PERMITTED

2.10.1 The maximum number of dogs to be kept at
anyone timeis | ] to be determined by the
Local Authority.

The number of dogs permitied must relate to the nurmber and
size of the kennels available and should be stipulated clearly
on the front sheet of the licence. The decision regarding the
number of dogs permitted to be kept must take into account
the maxirnum likely litter size as well as the effectivenass of site
management.

2.11 KENNEL SIZE, LAYOUT AND EXERCISE
FACILITIES

2.11.1 Kennelg should be provided with an adequate
size of sleeping area.

16

When constructing kennels, an appropriate design and correct
materials should be used to overcome problems of noise
emission and 10 ensure energy conservation. This is in order
to minimise discomfort fo the dog and risk of nuisance to per-
sons in the vicinily of the site. (See Nuisance undar Other
Relevant Legislation at page 26.)

Dogs should be able to fie down, turm around and stand
comfortably in the sleeping area, with sufficient space for the
door to open fully.

Special consideration should be given to whelping biiches.
Kennels should cater for the maximum number of puppies
having ragard to the size of the breed and litter size. To avoid
crushing puppies, crush bars can be useiul when breeding
large or giant dogs or if the bitch is particuiarly clumsy.

BVA Guide Lo the Breeding of Dogs Acts



2.11.2 Bedding should be suitable to aillow dogs to be
comfortable. Bedding must be capable of
being easily cleaned and sanitised and sited
away from draughts. All bedding material in use
should be clean, parasite free and dry.

2.11.3 Adequate exercise areas must be provided for
all kennels.

2.11.4 Kenrels should have a minimum height of
1.8 m (G ) to allow adequate access by kennal
staff for cleaning.

2.11.5 Kennels and exercise areas should open onto
secure corridars or other secure areas so thai
dogs are not able to escape from the premises.

211.6 Exercise areas should not be used as sleeping
areas.

In adverse weather conditions, the responsible person must
decide whether or not dogs are given free access lo their
exercise area. The exercise area shoult be roofed to a minimum
of half the area, sufficient io give the dog protection against
the weather Some of this should be fransiucent material
capable of fiitering UV light and providing adequate shads,

it should be borne in mind that certain breeds are more adept
at climbing than others. Therefore, depending upon the breed,
consideration should be given to covering the whole of the
exercise areas.

It is recommended that the exercise area is separate from the
sieeping area and exclusive to that kennel for free use by the
dog during the day

2,12 TEMPERATURE IN KENNELS

2.12.1 Heating facilities must be available in the kennel
and used according to the requirements of the
individual dog.

2.12.2 There must be some part of the sleeping area
where the dog is able to enjoy a minimum
temperature of 10°C (50°F) and a maximum
temperature of 26°C (79°F).

BVA Guide to the Breeding of Dogs Acts

The materials used on the kennel exterior should offer
adequate protection against temperature variations
throughout the year.

The difficully of maintaining the ideal temperature is acknowl-
edged, howeaver, these are realistic temperatures and should
not be exceeded in normal circumstances. Puppies under two
weeks of age should be kept at a temperaiure between 26°C
(79°F) to 28°C {82°F). Temperatures at dog level should be
monitored and recorded. (See Recard-keeping section above
al paragraph 1, page 12.}

There will be periods in the vear where armbient external tem-
peratures will cause ternperatures to fluctuate above or below
the recommended levels. If the higher temperature fevel is
exceeded due to structural shartcomings rather than normal
amblent temperaiure, then artificial means of counteracting
this high temperature should be introduced,

Where temperatures fall below the recommended level, the
use of individual heating famps for dogs may prove adequate.
In some circumstances additional background heating will also
be required.

Failure to give adequate attention to construction and
insuiation may cause dogs to suffer and increase running
costs. Gecgraphical orientation will affect temperature,
eg, north facing openings make it difficult to maintain
adequate heating levels. Correct orentation of the kennel will
aliow maximum use of natural light.
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Devices used for heating and cooling must be safe and free
from risk of burning ar electrocution. Open flame appliances
must not be used and manufacturer’s instructions should be
followed. (See Heaith and Safety at Work Act 1974 under
Other Relevant Legisiation at page 25.)

2.13 CLEANLINESS

2.13.1 Al kennels, corridors, common areas, kitchens
and so on must be kept clean and free from
accumulations of dirt and dust so that dissase
control is maintained and the dogs are
comifortable.

2.13.2 Each occupied kennel must be cleaned daily.
All excreta and soiled material must be
removed from all areas used by the dogs at
teast daily and as necessary.

2.13.3 All sleeping areas and bedding must be kept
clean and dry.

2.13.4 Regular disinfection should be demonstrated
by keeping records of disinfecting regimas.

2.13.5 Facilties must be provided for the proper
reception, storage and disposal of waste,
Farticular care shoutd be taken to segregate
waste arising from the treatment and handiing
of dogs with infectious diseases. (See Isclation
section at paragraph 4.3, page 23.)

2.13.68 Measures must be taken to minimise tha risks
from rodents, insects and other pests within the
breeding establishment. Such pests should be
adequatsly dealt with without delay to eradicate
the infestation.

18

Advice must be sought from the Environment Agency or focal
authority concerning removal of waste such as dog facces
and sofled material. In addition, foul waste water must be dis-
posed of by discharge to the approved drainage systern.
Those wishing to operate an incinerator must seek acdvice
fram the Environment Agency and/or the local authority. (See
Environmental Protection under Other Relevant Legisiation at
page 26.)

There are a range of alfernative cleaning regimes, The regime
should, however, include:;

1. Removal of solids

2. Washing

3. Disinfaction

4. Drying

The physical collection of fasces Is usual (‘poop scoop’ or
shavel and bucket), The use of detergent and water will ‘wash
down’. Pressure hoses or steam cleaning will wash down
more affectively.

Bacteria, viruses, fungi must be controffed by the sanitising
process. Because disinfectant is washed away after a short
period of time, the long term activity of chemicals used io
control viruses, bacteria and fungi should be considerad.

Great care should be taken when using any chiorine-based
chernical, eg, bleach. Chemicals and materials must ba used
and stored correctly. (See nates on COSHH Regulations under
Other Felevant Legisiation at page 25).

Combinations of bactericides, fungicides and virucides may
prove expensive to use and may not necessarily provide the
best system. Professional advice should be sought for the
maost effective method.

Staff working from kennel to kennef further increases the risk
of spreading disease. Staff should be trained in good kennef
hygiene. Complete disinfection of kennel and equiprment must
be carried out between occupancies.

BVA Guide to the Breeding ol Dogs Acts



3. Management
3.1 GENERAL

Dogs will be adequately supplied with suitable food,
drink and bedding material, adequately exercised
and (so far as necessary) visited at suitable
intervals;

BDA 1973 S.1{4)(b)

3.2 SUPERVISION
3.21 A fit and proper person should always be
present to exercise supervisicn and deal with

emergencies.

3.2.2 Dogs must be checked regularly throughout tha
day.
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Ideally, a wiritten training policy should be provided. Training of
staff, whether permanent or temporary, should be dermon-
strated to have been carried out on all aspecis of the care of
all ages of dogs. Staff should be adequately trained in the work
they are expecled to carry out, For example, in handling dogs
safely and in procedures to be followed in the event of an
emergency. (See Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 under
Other Refevant Legisiation at page 25.)

The following are regarded as essential topics 1o be covered
in the training programme relating to the care of dogs: Animal
Health and Welfare; Cleanfiness and Hygiene; Feeding and
Food Freparation; Disease Control; Recognition of Sick
Animals; Dog Handling; Health and Safety; Emergency
Procadures.

There are a varisly of animal care courses avallable and staff
should be encouraged to attend. Helevant NVQs attained at
Level 2 or the equivalent should enable staff to gain a mini-
mum level of comipstency.

The licensee should have adequate siaff ratios to number of
dogs. Non-domestic breeding kennels should have a ratio of
at least one member of staff to 30 dogs where the dogs are
adult and not whelping or nursing puppies. However, whelping
and nursing bitches are time-consuming. It is therefore
recommended that at least one member of staff should be
available for every & bitches which are sither whelping or
nursing puppies.

It is recommended that dogs should be checked regularly by
a member of staff at least every four hours between 8 am and
& pm. An svening visit may be appropriate but this must be
balanced against the possibility of disturbing the dogs and
thereby causing a nuisance due o excessive barking. Dogs
should not be left alone for long periods of the day.

Checks should be more frequent when bitches are whelping
or when puppies are not yet weaned.
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Breeding establishments are the permanent home for some
dogs and therefore provision of exercise facilities may be inad-
equate for the long term. Arrangemenis should be made for
the dogs lo be exercised at least twice a day. Dogs should not
be kept permanently confined. Where dogs are exercised off
the premises, reference should be made to the Dogs (Fouling
of Land} Act 1996 and the Control of Dogs Order 1892, (See
Cther Refevant Legisiation af page 26.)

The name, address and telephone number (inciuding the
emergency nurmber) of the esiablishment's veterinary
practice shoufd be displayed prominently, preferably by
the tefephorie.

3.3 FOGD AND WATER SUPPLIES

331 Al dogs must be adequaiely supplied with
suitable food. Clean water must be available at
all times and changed daily.

3.3.2 Eating and drinking vessels must be capable of
being easily cleansed and disinfected to prevent
cross-contamination. They must be maintained
in a clean condition and cleansed or disposed of
after each meal.

20

Dogs must be fed sufficiently well to maintain health.
Inspectors should observe the general nutrition of the dogs
and check on the quality of food in store and the process of
preparation. If necessary, the velerinary surgeon shouid be
consuited to advise.

1o avoid fiies and odours, food should not be feft for excessive
periads in the kannel, nor should food be left outside at night
as this wil attract vermin.

Special dietary considerations should be given to young and
old dogs and to whelping and nursing bitches.

Nutrition is particularly important during pregnancy and
lactation. it is recommended that a requirernent of about 1'5
times the non-pregnant state is necessary for the last few (say
three) weeks of pregnancy.

Lactation will fast until the puppies are weaned. During Jacta-
tion, the bitch must have sufficient food to satisfy the demands
being made upon her. Consideration should also be given to
how many puppies the bitch is nursing.

During lactation the bitch should be closely monitored for
signs of complications (eg, eclampsia).

The feeding level required for the bitch after weaning will
depend upon her body condition.

Where a propristary food source is used the manufacturer's
guifde should be followed,

Veterinary advice should be sought if in doubt about any of the
above.
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3.4 KITCHEN FACILITIES

3.4.1 Exclusive facilities, hygienically constructed and
maintained, should be provided for the storage
and preparation of food for the dogs.

3.4.2 Where fresh and cooked meats are stored,
refrigeraticn facilities must be provided. Food
contamination must be avoided.

3.4.3 A sink with hot and cold running water must be
available for washing kitchen utensils and eating
and drinking vassels. A separate hand basin with
hot and cold running water should be provided for
staff,

3.4.4 Containers for storing foocds should be provided
and should be constructed and maintained to
guard against insects and other pests.

4. Disease contlrol, vaccination and

Worming
4.1 GENERAL

All reasonable precautions will be taken to prevent
and control the spread among dogs of infectious or
contagious diseases;

BDA 1973 S.1(4)(c)

4.1.1 Al dogs should be vaccinated against Canine
Distemper, Intectious Canine Hepatitis {Canine
Adenovirus), Leptospirosis (Leptospira canicola
and lLeptospira icterohaemorrhagiae) and
Canine Parvovirus. It may be necessary to
vaccinate against other diseases and veterinary
advice should be sought.

Adeguate precautions should be taken to prevent and control
the spread of infectious and contagious diseases and
parasites among dogs, and zoonoses among dogs, staff and
visitors. Hecords should be kept of all vaccination and worming
regimes. (See Record-keeping Section at paragraph 1, page 12.)

Infectious bronchitis ('Kennel Cough’) can be problematic in
kennels, and staff should be aware of the sympioms.
However, because vaccination will depend on the local level of
infection, it is recommended that the advice of the veterinary
surgeon s sought.
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For the control of roundworms, pregnant and nursing bitches
should be given additional worrning treatment, Breeding bitch-
es require pariicular attention and veterinary advice should
always be sought. However, as a rufe of thumb, it is suggest-
ed that biiches are wormed before mating and then again after
the 41st day of pregnancy with a broad spectrum anthelrminiic.

The bitch should also be wormed at the same time as the
puppies, which should be when the puppies are at two, four
and six wesks of age.

Thereafter, it is recommended that puppies should be warmed
at regular intervals, accarding to manufacturer’s instructions.
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From 16 weeks of age into adulthood, worming should be
carried out routinely two to four times per year.

Aadvice concerning dogs with tapeworms should be soughit
from the veterinary surgeon.

Flgas, lice, ticks and harvest mites are common ecioparasites
of dogs. Appropriate treatment must be carried out if they are
found on any of the dogs. When lreating these infestations it
is important to take account of the life cycle of the parasite in
order to achieve maximum control or even eradication. For
instance, simply kiling the aduft flea is unfikely fo provide
adequate control,

Several mange mites affect dogs, including Demadex foliiculo-
rum, Sarcoptes scabei and Cheyletiella, all of which attack ihe
skin, and Otodectes, which is most commonly seen in the
ears. Any of these infestations can cause severs iiness in both
puppies and ofder dogs.

Ringworm can be passed io humans. Early diagnosie and
tharough treatment is essential if the disease /s to be
controffed.

Somme of these parasites can cause disease in humans.

The veterinary surgson should be consulted if any of these
conditions Is suspected or known, Particular care is required
with pregnant bifches and suckling puppies when using
treatments for these infestations.

It is important that there are facilities and procedurss for
cleaning and disease control. Staff should know what action to
take in the event of an outhreak of a disease and be familiar
with the first signs of disease/iliness, In addition, staff should
be aware of the procedure fo be followed in the event of a dog
being found dead. Sudden death of a bitch or a puppy shouid,
if possible, be investigated and therefore advice should be
sought from the veterinary surgeon.

Phenofic disinfectants should not be used around dogs. Dogs
must be kept dry whilst kennels and enclosures are being
cleaned.

All insecticides, disinfectants and so on, must be used strictly
in accordance with the manufaciurer's instructions. In addi-
tion, staff must be told of any precautions they should take
before using such solutions, Hazard sheets should be posted
at strategic points in the establishment. It may be necessary to
provide protective clothing.
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4.1.2 Advice from a veterinary surgson musi be
soughi where a dog shows signs of disease,
injury or illness. A competent person must
ensure this advice is followed.

4.2 FIRST-AID KIT FOR DOGS

A fully stocked first-aid kit suitable for use on dogs and
puppies should be available and accessible on the
premises.

The first-aid kit for use on dogs and puppies must be kept fully
stocked at all times. The veterinary surgeon should be
consulted concerning fis contents and a competent member
of staff should be in charge of its maintenance.

4.3 ISOLATION FACILITIES
4.3.1 Isolation facdilities should be provided.

4.3.2 Iisolation facilities must be in compliance with the
other licence conditions but must be physically
isolated from the main kennels at a distance of at
least 5 m (15 fi).

4.3.3 Adeguate faciliies to prevent the spread of
infectious disease between isolation and other
kenngls must be provided.

4.3.4 Hands must be washed after leaving the

isclation facilities before handiing other dogs and
visiting kennels.
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It is recommended that isclation facilities should be provided
at the rate of at Jeast one isolation kennel for up to 50 kennels
at the breeding establishment and pro rata above that. The
number should be noted on the Licence.

The requirement for 5 m distance between isolation facilities
and the main kennels is based upon consideration of the dis-
fance that airborne infection can carry. Intervening buildings
and consiruction detail (ie, window and door positions) should
be taken into account because individual circumstances may
significantly affect the recommended distance.

Isolation facilities must be used where the presence of
infectious disease is suspected or known, Where siray dogs
or new arrivals are accepted by kennels they must be kept in
a separate area,

Protective clothing and equipment, for use only in the isolation
facility, must be used io reduce the spread of infection.

A management regime should be followed where an isolation
case is being handled. For example, isolation cases must be
cared for after all other dogs have been attended fo. Records
of the isolation cases and the management regime to be
followed should be kept. (See Record-keeping section at para-
graph 1, page 12.}

Complete disinfection of the isolation facilities and equipment
must be carried out once vacated.
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5. Emergencies/Fire prevention
5.1 GENERAL

All appropriate steps will be taken for the
protection of the dogs in case of fire or other
emergency;

BDA 1973 S. 1{4}{d)

5.1.1 There should be an emergency evacuation plan
and fire warning procedure in place. This should
be posted where staff may become familiar with
it. This procedure should include instructions
dealing with where dogs are o be evacuated.

5.1.2  Fire fighting equipment and detactors should be
properly maintained.

5.1.3 Al glectrical installations and appliances should
be maintained in a safe condition. There should
be a residual current circuit breaker system on
each biock of kennels.

5.1.4 MHeating appliances should not be sited in a
location or manner where they may present a
risk of fire, or risk to dogs.

5.1.5 Precautions should be taken to prevent any
accumulation of material which may present a
risk of fire,

5.1.8 There should be adequate means of raising an
alarm in the event of a fire or other emergency.

The onus is upon the breeding establishment to ensure
adequate fire prevention precautions are in place. Appropriate
steps should be taken in the event of an emergency.

It is recommended that plans and details for jarge breeding
establishments are lodged with the police and fire authaorities.

Fire prevention advice may he sought from the Fire Pravention
Officer regarding appropriate fre drills, fire escapes and
equipment. Staff should not attempt to fight a fire uniess they are
confident that they can do so without injury.

Staff should be farnifiar with the fire evacuation procedura by
use of fire diills. Staff should also know how to use fire
extinguishers. Smoke dstectors are recommended. Fire
detection and fighting equipment should be easily accessible
and regularly tested. Exif routes should be fept clear,

When new buildings are consiructed or existing buildings
modified, the Fire Prevention Officer shouid be consulted
regarding written advice on fire prevention requirements.

6. Transport
GENERAL

That all appropriate steps will be taken to secure
that the dogs will be provided with suitable food,
drink and bedding material and adequately
exercised when being transportéc_f to or from the
breeding establishment;

BDA 1973 S.1(d)(e)
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Section 1(4)(e) of the 1973 Act is concerned with safeguard-
ing the welfare of dogs ‘when being transported to or from the
breeding establishment’. Dogs and pupples being transporied
o and from breeding establishments should be propsriy
supervised to ensure compliance with the obligations under
the 1973 Act. It is recommended that records are kept of the
vehicles used when dogs are transported, as well as details of
journisys undertaken (see Record-keeping section at para-
graph 1, page 12). (See also the Welfare of Animals (Transpor?)
Order 1997 under Other Relevant Legislation at page 26.)
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